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1. The AEC with concurrence interested departments made 
following statement tonight: QTE The AEC today confirmed 
a nuclear explosion in the general area of the Chinese 
nuclear test site in Lop Nor. Preliminary estimates of the 
yield are that it was in the low to low-intermediate range, 
similar to the first Chinese test. END QTE. 

make 
2. We propose Wa&kx following low key statement at the 


noon briefing tomorrow: EK QTE As the AEC stated last 


night, a nuclear explosion has occurred in the general area 
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of the Chinese nuclear test site in Lop Nor. Preliminary 
estimates of the yield are that it was in the low to low= 


intermediate range, similar to the first Chinese test. 


RH. We have 
JPEEXXKMAXKANK /been aware of the Chinese efforts to develop missiles 


as well as nuclear weapons. A test of the type reported by 
Peking falls within the time period we had foreseen. We see 
no reason to alter our estimate of when they might have an 
operational KEBX capability. Since Communist China has 
refused to sign the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, it can 
be expected that there will be further tests of this kind. 


It is unfortunate that they should continue to pollute the 


atmosphere in defiance of world opinion. END QTE 





3. If queried on first three sentences of immediately 
‘we would-refer 
preceding paragraph/to Secretary N&NXK McNamara's 
December 15, 1965 statement to NATO (to which Secretary 
NX McNamara also referred today during backgrounder when 
refusing comment on ChiCom test): QTE It is estimated that 


during the next two years the Chinese can produce enough 


fissionable material to conduct a modest test program and to 
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stockpile a small number of fission weapons. They appear 
to be making an intensive effort to develop medium range 
ballistic missiles which possibly could become operational 
as early as 1967. It is estimated that they could probably 
deploy several launchers by 1968 or 1969, and several dozen 
by 1976. It is probable that they have already begun an 
ICBM development program. This program could result in an 
initial daptopacne as early as 1975. END QTE 

4. Please FLASH XHKKKXX authorization KXXBX release 


above statement or alternate language. 
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